LB J Skips Chicago, Urges Unity 


By Carrol Kilpatrick 
WMhlmton PmI Staff Wrtur 
AUSTIN, Tex., Aug. 29- 
Presldcnt Johnson wrote an- 
other footnote to the history 
of his Presidency and an- 
other commentary on the 
times today by declining to 
attend the 196fl Democratic 
National Convention. 

No reason was given for 
his decision, hut It was ap. 
parent that he believed his 
presence in Chicago would 
raise more problems for an 
already divided party. 

On Tuesday, his 60th birth- 


day, Mr. Johnson told news- 
men here that he would go 
to Chicago If he believed 
there was anything M I can 
do that might be helpful to 
the Presidency or to the 
count ry .“ 

Last night’s violence In 
the streets must have been 
the final argument to con. 
vince him that he could 
make no contribution to the 
Presidency or to the country 
by journeying to the Windy 
City and running the risk 
of a booing or of sparking 
more violence. 


O'Brien Leaving H.IIII Campaign 


Los Ant rlf* Tlmi-i 


CHICAGO, Aug. 29— For- 
mer Postmaster General 
Lawrence F. O’Brien, who 
masterminded the success- 
ful drive of Vice President 
Humphrey for the Demo- 
cratic presidential nomina- 
tion, svlll leave the campaign 
Friday to take a Job In pri- 
vate Industry. 

He has given the Vice 
President a 40-page manual 
suggesting Just how to con- 
duct Ms campaign against 
Republican nominee Rich- 
ard jvi. Nlxbn. 


He wrote the document In 
the past 10 days In anticipa- 
tion of his departure from 
politics. 

The document covers 
strategy,* policy, tactics and 
the organizations of such 
campaign facets as advertis- 
ing, press relations, women’s 
organisations, youth organi- 
zations and citizens groups. 

O’Brien Is known to feel 
that the Humphrey organi- 
zation particularly needs an 
Infusion of youth from Dem- 
ocratic groups at the state 
and local level. 


But the President ap- 
plauded the nomination of 
Vice President Humphrey to 
be the new Democratic Party 
standard-bearer and called 
upon the Party to “unite be- 
hind him and move forward 
to victory in the election.” 

Congratulates Humphrey 

He telephoned Humphrey 
shortly midnight to congra- 
tulate him, and White House 
Press Secretary George 
Christian. In announcing 
this, said that the President 
believed “The Party has 
nominated an excellent and 
an especially well- qualified 
candidate for President.” 

Mr. Johnson’s only corn- 
men on the street violence 
also came through Christian, 
who said, when asked for the 
President’s reaction, that the 
President has expressed 
many times his feeling 
“about violence and people 
obeying the law “ 

“The President always de- 
pores violence,” Christian 
said. “He has always believ- 
ed that people should abide 
by the law.” 

When Asked whether the 
President was deploring vio- 
lence by the street demon- 
strators or by the police, 
Christian replied: “Atl kinds 
violence.’’ 

In answer to another 
question, Christian said 


that the President had not 
had any telephone conversa- 
tions In the last few days 
with Chicago’s Mayor Rich- 
ard J. Daley. 

The FBI Investigating 
some of the Incidents in Chi- 
cago, particularly those re- 
garding newsmen, Christian 
said. “The Attorney General 
is going to proceed on this 
ns expeditiously as possi- 
blc,” he added. 

Conflicting Advice. 

Before t h e Convention 
opened, the President re- 
ceived conflicting advice on 
whether he should attend. 

“I think a fellow who tries 
to point out who should be 
selected may not be very 
helpful,” the President com- 
mented Tuesday. “I am not 
Involved in any of the 
fights, the rules, credentials, 
platform or personalities.” 
When the Convention 
adopted a platform plank 
supporting his Vietnam poli- 
cies and was certain to nom- 
inate Humphrey, it ap- 
peared a little more likely 
that the President would go 
to Odea go. 

He had a speech written 
for the occasion. 

H was not until late this 
afternoon, an hour and a 
half before the final session 
of the Convention was to 
start, that Christian advised 
newsmen not to expect the 


LBJ 1st in 24 Vr». 
To Slay A imy 

AUSTIN, Tex., Aug. 29- 
President Johnson tonight 
became the first President 
In 24 years to fail to attend 
a national convention of 
his party. 

In 1944. President Frank 
lin D. Roosevelt passed 
through Chicago by train 
for the West Coast while 
the Democrats were pre- 
paring to nominate him for 
a fourth term. But he did 
not attend the convention. 

Since then. Presidents 
have atwnys attended their 
party’s convention until 
this year. Mr. Johnson re- 
mained at his Texas ranch. 


President to make the trip 
to Chicago. 

“When we decide where 
we are going," the President 
remarked to newsmen Tues- 
day, "the first person t will 
let know is Mrs. Johnson 
and the second will be 
George Christian." 

The President’s statement 
applauding the Vice Pres!- 
dent’s nomination and call- 
ing on the Party to unite 
and elect him was his first 
direct partisan comment 
since he took himself out of 
the presidential race on 
March 31 and said he would 
engage In no partisan politi- 
cal activities. 


